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covered by the report and the account-
ing principles and practices reflected 
therein; and 

(2) the opinion of the accountant as 
to the consistency of the application of 
the accounting principles, or as to any 
changes in such principles which have 
a material effect on the financial state-
ments. 

(d) Exceptions. Any matters to which 
the accountant takes exception shall 
be clearly identified, the exception 
thereto specifically and clearly stated, 
and, to the extent practicable, the ef-
fect of each such exception on the re-
lated financial statements given. (See 
section 101 of the Codification of Fi-
nancial Reporting Policies.) 

(e) Paragraph (e) of this section ap-
plies only to registrants that are pro-
viding financial statements in a filing 
for a period with respect to which Ar-
thur Andersen LLP or a foreign affil-
iate of Arthur Andersen LLP (‘‘Ander-
sen’’) issued an accountants’ report. 
Notwithstanding any other Commis-
sion rule or regulation, a registrant 
that cannot obtain an accountants’ re-
port that meets the technical require-
ments of paragraph (a) of this section 
after reasonable efforts may include in 
the document a copy of the latest 
signed and dated accountants’ report 
issued by Andersen for such period in 
satisfaction of that requirement, if 
prominent disclosure that the report is 
a copy of the previously issued Ander-
sen accountants’ report and that the 
report has not been reissued by Ander-
sen is set forth on such copy. 

[37 FR 14594, July 21, 1972, as amended at 41 
FR 35479, Aug. 23, 1976; 45 FR 63668, Sept. 25, 
1980; 50 FR 25215, June 18, 1985; 67 FR 13533, 
Mar. 22, 2002]

§ 210.2–03 Examination of financial 
statements by foreign government 
auditors. 

Notwithstanding any requirements 
as to examination by independent ac-
countants, the financial statements of 
any foreign governmental agency may 
be examined by the regular and cus-
tomary auditing staff of the respective 
government if public financial state-
ments of such governmental agency are 
customarily examined by such auditing 
staff.

§ 210.2–04 Examination of financial 
statements of persons other than 
the registrant. 

If a registrant is required to file fi-
nancial statements of any other per-
son, such statements need not be exam-
ined if examination of such statements 
would not be required if such person 
were itself a registrant.

§ 210.2–05 Examination of financial 
statements by more than one ac-
countant. 

If, with respect to the examination of 
the financial statements, part of the 
examination is made by an independent 
accountant other than the principal ac-
countant and the principal accountant 
elects to place reliance on the work of 
the other accountant and makes ref-
erence to that effect in his report, the 
separate report of the other accountant 
shall be filed. However, notwith-
standing the provisions of this section, 
reports of other accountants which 
may otherwise be required in filings 
need not be presented in annual reports 
to security holders furnished pursuant 
to the proxy and information state-
ment rules under the Securities Ex-
change Act of 1934 [§§ 240.14a–3 and 
240.14c–3]. 

[46 FR 40872, Aug. 13, 1981]

GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS AS TO FINANCIAL 
STATEMENTS

SOURCE: Sections 210.3–01 to 210.3–16 appear 
at 45 FR 63687, Sept. 25, 1980, unless other-
wise noted.

NOTE: These instructions specify the bal-
ance sheets and statements of income and 
cash flows to be included in disclosure docu-
ments prepared in accordance with Regula-
tion S–X. Other portions of Regulation S–X 
govern the examination, form and content of 
such financial statements, including the 
basis of consolidation and the schedules to 
be filed. The financial statements described 
below shall be audited unless otherwise indi-
cated. 

For filings under the Securities Act of 1933, 
attention is directed to § 230.411(b) regarding 
incorporation by reference to financial state-
ments and to section 10(a)(3) of the Act re-
garding information required in the pro-
spectus. 

For filings under the Securities Exchange 
Act of 1934, attention is directed to § 240.12b–
23 regarding incorporation by reference and 
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